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Dear SPLASH,
 
Midlakes Swim League enthusiastically endorses the concept of a new regional competitive pool complex. We heartily encourage a partnership between schools, cities, government agencies, and local businesses to make this longtime dream a reality, and back this up by making a significant donation to the effort.
Since 1954, Midlakes pools have been the first place many local residents have learned to swim. Today, our league has grown to 26 clubs, with thousands of members from Kingsgate south to Renton, and from Mercer Island east to Issaquah, with nearly 5,000 children actively competing, and many more learning to swim and get high quality exercise each summer. Whether they use it as a training base for soccer, football, track, or other sports, or move into high school and year-round club swimming, this early experience teaches them a valuable lifelong sport, as well as water safety skills—important in our communities surrounded by water.
Unfortunately, though our membership has grown with the population of the Eastside, public indoor swimming facilities have not kept pace, and a severe shortage of pool capacity limits opportunities for these young athletes to use this early training and for families to go throughout the winter. Bellevue alone is short about six public pools, according to nationally recognized park standards. Evidence of this abounds:

· The size of our league championship has outgrown all of our clubs, and we are the lowest priority renter at King County Aquatic Center—our league schedule is at the mercy of all higher level competitive renters, though attendance at our event exceeds almost any other KCAC usage.
· Several high school teams and year-round clubs rent space from and practice outdoors at Midlakes pools between September and May every year.
· Neighbors have complained to local cities of this year-round usage at summer-only facilities, regarding violations of their noise and usage permits.
· High school league championships are held at the Mary Wayte Pool on Mercer Island, which is severely overcrowded, and high school meets are held late at night or cut short because of other renters’ contracts in overcrowded, shared facilities.
· High school district championships are held at the UW pool, which was built in the 1930s, which is unsuitable for championship competition—UW rents space at the King County Aquatic Center for competitions—there’s no warm-up area at UW, and the pool is accessible only by 6 foot ladders!
· High school water polo is played after 8:30 pm at King County Aquatic Center, an hour or more roundtrip for most of our members.
The heavy usage of our private pools by public users has taken its toll. Our clubs generally try to make rentals to these users feasible, but it is at the cost of wear and tear of our facilities, many of which are now approaching 40 years old. Our members are footing the bill for premature wear and tear brought on by this public usage—many clubs need repairs or are going through overhauls if the members can afford them, or risk their long-term existence to do so.
In essence the taxpayers are getting a break while our members are providing the public with facilities at a deep discount, and it’s time for a community of this size to have an adequate public facility. We support a location in the general Bellevue area—our member inventory is geographically centered there, and the school district lacks a competitive facility. Thank you for your efforts.
Sincerely,

The Midlakes Board
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