Seattle Synchronized Swim Team
13501 100th Ave NE

Kirkland, WA  98034

September 4, 2007
Dear Splash,

The Directors and Coaches of Seattle Synchronized Swim Team heartily endorse your non-profit group, “Splash”, and its efforts to build and promote a multi-purpose aquatic facility in Bellevue, supporting the Eastside communities.  As pool time and space demands steadily increase, we share in encouraging any new commitment to build pools and to provide aquatic programs and swim lessons to the greater population.  We also hope that, with the Summer Olympics in August, 2008, the public will have the opportunity to view more unique aquatic sports, such as water polo, synchronized diving, and our sport, synchronized swimming.  
The US Synchronized Swimming Organization states that “‘Synchro’ is a sport requiring overall body strength and agility, grace and beauty, split-second timing, musical interpretation, and dramatic flair.  It is a unique sport in which power, strength, and technical skill are displayed in an artistically choreographed piece. The competitive rules and manner of judging of synchronized swimming are similar to its counterparts: figure skating and gymnastics.”      

There has been a synchronized swim club in Seattle for over 20 years. Formerly known as the Seattle Aqua Club, it was reorganized in 1995 and became known as Seattle Synchronized Swim Team.  This club has produced many fine athletes including 1984 Olympic Gold medalists Tracy Ruiz-Conforto and Candy Costie-Burk and now, Seattle Synchronized Swim team is honored to have former teammate, Jillian Penner, representing the United States on the 2008 Olympic Squad competing in Beijing, China! 

Our current team members train at least 12 and up to 20 hours per week and often take additional private lessons to improve on their fundamental skills or to perfect routines prior to competition.  Club families and swimmers now drive from Fox Island, Gig Harbor, Auburn, and Whidbey Island as well as Seattle, Bellevue and Kirkland to train 3 to 5 days a week with our team (currently in Kirkland at St Edward State Park).  Finding deep-water pools that can support the acrobatic lifts, flips and throws and technical elements in a synchro routine is extremely difficult in the Seattle area.  As our season progresses, teams from throughout the Northwest region including Montana and Alaska, compete with our Club here in the local area as preliminary qualifying meets for National events.  It’s extremely important that we have more pool options in order to grow our sport and the aquatics’ community in general.
We applaud your efforts and will look forward to supporting and utilizing your wonderful new facility once it’s completed.   Let us know how we can help you!
Sincerely,

Michele Lovitt

SST Secretary

Seattle Synchronized Swim Team Board of Directors

